Call for Maritime Transport
Agreement at BIMSTEC meet

BIMSTEC Centre of Excellence in Maritime Transport proposed in Visakhapatnam; delegates from

Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and India attend the two-day event

V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

nion Minister for
U Ports, Shipping and

Waterways Sarba-
nanda Sonowal inaugurat-
ed the second Bay of Ben-
gal [nitiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Coopera-
tion (BIMSTEC) Ports Con-
clave in Visakhapatnam on
Monday.

Representatives of se-
ven BIMSTEC nations -
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Ne-
pal, Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, and the host na-
tion India, took part in the
two-day event.

Mr. Sonowal empha-
sised accelerating growth
through BIMSTEC cooper-
ation, developing a Mari-

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal inaugurating the second BIMSTEC Ports Conclave in
Visakhapatnam on Monday. K.R. DEEPAK

time Dashboard for project
monitoring,  promoting
PPP models in port infras-
tructure, encouraging
cruise tourism, and ad-
vancing coastal economic
zones.

He stressed the need to
finalise the Maritime Tran-

sport Agreement and
transform the Bay of Ben-
gal into a global hub for
trade and tourism.
Shantanu Thakur, Un-
ion Minister of State for
Ports, Shipping & Water-
ways, underlined the im-
portance of BIMSTEC in

bridging South and South-
east Asia and the oppor-
tunities it presents in rea-
ligning global supply
chains.

Visakhapatnam MP M.
Sribharat said that port-led
development will acceler-
ate in the State, which is
currently developing four
new ports and proposed
establishing a port every
50 km along the coastline.

Indra Mani Pandey, Se-
cretary General, BIMSTEC,
presented the BIMSTEC Vi-
sion 2030. He said that 267
projects under the BIM-
STEC Master Plan for Tran-
sport Connectivity are un-
derway. He proposed
setting up a BIMSTEC
Centre of Excellence in
Maritime Transport in Vi-
sakhapatnam.



Bimstec conclave
begins in port city

K.M.P. PATNAIK | DC
VISAKHAPATNAM, JULY 14

Union Shipping Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal has
said India is expanding
its port capacity six-fold
to reach 10,000 million
tonnes per annum by
2047, This marks the
country's  largest-ever
maritime infrastructure
drive as India positions
itself as a global shipping
hub. "We aim to be among
the top five shipping
nations in the world,” the
minister said while inau-
gurating the second edi-
tion of the two-day Bay of
Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic
Cooperation (Bimstec)
Ports conclave here on
Monday,

The minister empha-
sized aspects like acceler-
ation of growth through
Bimstec cooperation,
developing a maritime
dashboard for project
monitoring, promoting
PPP models in port infra-
structure, encouraging
cruise tourism, and
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advancing coastal eco-
nomic z2ones. He also
stressed the need to
finalise the maritime
transport agreement and
transferm the Bay of
Bengal into a global hub
for trade and tourism.
“Together, we  sail
towarids a -f.‘ﬂﬁ'l'lé{.‘léll.
resilient and prosperous
Bimstec maritime
future,” he stated.

The event hosted repre-
sentatives from  seven

Bimstec  natlions —
Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal, Mvanmar, Sri

Lanka, Thailand, besides
India.

Minister of state for
ports and shipping
Shantanu Thakur under-
lined the importance of
Bimstec in  bridging
South and Southeast Asia
and the opportunities it
presents in realigning
global supply chains.
Vizag MP, M Sribharat,
stated that port-led devel-
opment would accelerate
in the state under the
present dispensation., He
said the state was devel.
oping four new ports,

Union minister Sarbananda Sonowal lays foundation for
key projects of Visakhapatnam Port Trust Authority at
Cruise Terminal in Visakhapatnam on Monday.

— P. Narasimha Murthy



BIZZBUZZ

Sonowal for pvt players’ big role
in reshaping regional economies

BIMSTEC needs to promote further cooperation in the fields of trade, investment

Bizz Buzz BUREAU
VISAKHAPATNAM

THE second edition of Bay
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Eco-
nomic Cooperation (BIM-
STEC) Ports’ Conclave began
here on Monday with the
assertion by Union Minister
for Ports, Shipping and Wa-
terways Sarbananda Sonowal
that Indian ports are no long-
er just gateways of trade but
have been transformed into
engines of regional prosperity.
Inaugurating the conclave,
he said India is all set to find
a place among top five mari-
time nations globally and
asked the stakeholders and
representatives  from  the
BIMSTEC member-countries
to help create an ecosystem
where private players will play
a big role in reshaping the
economies in the region.
Stating there is enormous
potentiality to explore trade
and commerce between the
BIMSTEC member-nations
Thailand, =~ Myanmar,  Sri

Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan,
he said "through initiatives

IMSTEC ports meet

begins Bl

Foreign delegates clicking photos at the first day of second

BIMSTEC Ports Conclave in Visakhapatnam on Monday

like Sagarmala, Harit Sagar
and the Maritime Amrit Kaal
Vision 2047, we are setting
global benchmarks in green
shipping, infrastructure and
maritime workforce develop-
ment."

Sonowal, who had a word
of praise to Visakhapatnam
Port Authority (VPA) for
hosting the conclave after a
gap of six years with a lot of
spadework, said the members
of BIMSTEC, the internation-
al organisation of seven South
Asian and Southeast nations,
with a population of 1.73 bil-
lion, have immense potential
to_increase their collabora-

tions with a combined GDP
of $5.2 trillion.

He said BIMSTEC needs
to promote further coopera-
tion in the fields of trade, in-
vestment, connectivity and
infrastructure  development
with a greater integration by
exploring Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs) and regional
value chains.

Later in a post on X, he
said: "Towards a shared mari-
time destiny in the Bay of
Bengal!: Delighted to inaugu-
rate the 2nd BIMSTEC Ports
Conclave 2025 in Visakhapa-
tnam along with MoS Shri @
Shantanu bjp ji and MP Shri

@sribharatm ji. Guided by the
Neighbourhood First policy
of PM @narendramodi ji,
India is working shoulder-to-
shoulder with our BIMSTEC
partners to build seamless
connectivity, strengthen ca-
pacity and boost commerce
across the region.”

He stated: The recently
signed BIMSTEC Agreement
on Maritime Transport Co-
operation marks a historic
turning point, paving the
way for EoDB, port integra-
tion and mutual recognition
of vessels, crew and cargo - a
collective commitment to
shared growth. Indias ports
are no longer just gateways
of trade, they are engines of
regional prosperity. Through
initiatives  like  Sagarmala,
Harit Sagar and the Maritime
Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, we
are setting global benchmarks
in green shipping, infrastruc-
ture and maritime workforce
development. Together, let us
realise our vision of “Ports for
Prosperity, Ports for Progress,
Ports for Productivity” and
usher in a new era of mari-
time cooperation.’




TR 5 T, W WHagd 6 e 6 S e
o T % T3 O g e 2005 @ FGA

—-i'—a HET WETUE, U GiGES TS AoEl 5o uWs 9rEEe |

.::euqr—rsiﬁ—:‘q’#mm—ﬂzﬁzﬂT‘r’_"ﬁﬁ
& 79 e 4 o feads 39 — areen. B, W, FER

éﬁ?wfxwﬁﬂﬂwﬂ%%ﬁ?hFWﬁf |
wﬁmﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂv*ﬁﬂﬂmrﬂ"m
B T M e T e P L O s o e e e
WW?FEHJR%WWTWTBWF#%?
= | T Raaas @ aeis T 55 W W S
T J|—u"mﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂ1*'ﬁ“ﬁ?:ﬁqﬁ_ﬁﬁt¢a?ﬁ:'ﬁm
':'_"H“‘Fﬁ?"!’i wEa Wagfﬂ?ﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬁﬁ

Tl ST ) F w4 o= Ben @ 8= w4 Eyanerew
=t g w B =R ﬁ*|mﬁ=~:nn—ﬁ!qﬁ'ﬂaﬂnﬁ‘=?ﬁ"ﬁ

WWa»%MWW?TW%—Fﬂ?FW
HId B AaE wE &9 § St v # | 9 [eeee wEE @
mﬁnhﬁ-—rqﬂ*ﬂﬁm“—ﬁ'—“ fon v wast dTwia
RBEfn =0 T50TE aga e 5 aEwiee—rar wrien (ad)
Aad T 9@ =1, FF ToT S AAlied B HY 9 Wiee &4
WdTWﬁT?mI#T:ﬂﬁquﬁherrﬂ
wﬂﬁ*lﬁﬂ%ﬁh’Fiwm-ﬁmwwu-‘?ﬁ'ﬁﬁ'ﬁwi-ﬁ
AT 9 5 WWIWWE—WWTE‘_T
90 d3F T e sl AR S S s T 2
Fa—d!n"’-‘?‘iﬂ"?i—u"“ﬁ" '!:I:"I"_-'_'.‘D' [T ] ?{'1'?.'-::7!'-'._"1'.,:
Eﬁmq_ﬂ-.é!ﬁwflﬁ-—ucmﬁ#hhmﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ! sEmE #l
TPilod $9 4 39 59 S0 S99l W §EE S | 9Ea WEs

(e g J T S i @ W EE LA

‘gqﬁﬁ_q*_ﬂllﬂ?*_ﬁ—:"ﬂf'_ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁag-wﬁ—'m
war 5 wron sthrs A wR U aSvnE w1 fewm oW € @ e
s T B 50 oot T U 9S0hE |k B 91 A a2

& - - -

Wﬁﬁﬁﬁ TR ;'I:teiﬂuﬂﬂﬂt.@ﬁﬁrﬁﬁw
it wiia SoUTE WSl S URSl uW 9=l @i

LB IVAEA, FEUCH, AGd W HOET S o geae
A PN § guR @ W W ® ) T ik e
HIAE VA W @I doid g Ud & Gded Pl a9 2 @
mﬁwmaﬁ:

i'?u—'"ﬁﬂiﬁ—ﬁ"'rﬁ'?v* *14um ‘Eﬁ'—.r.u—ﬂﬁr“?aﬁ'
T 9l ¥ FEML 3281 §08, HiTHoY 5 o Jhiite dlveT Siee
=1 P 2087 T T oihd © TW TS0 TonE @ e
1500 TS, SUSTT IO ToEEET § To—17 $ieR OF Sdis
. 3% TOS, SO0 53 9 15 T 9 T s o e

550 TS

L o M 0T
7% o e sd2 = FEel 200 & dvadd o =
#Fvrm giene. 2700 98 SR &3 9 o9 £ ASEM 6
(2004017 Hiw) . 2250 TG, TGS TN 9 UHAN Wa0a O
TEE U - 1969 TS, WrW FoF o dan =1 A 7.47 $9eT
T BNl & Hrd SNChHIE S e A WGl 15.00 T8, T4l 45UTE
Ol Wl (FETEL 1077 TOE O S TeuE 9emE
crenE) _ 1583 SO
10 T, 2655 ° WE B 90 SIEAE B 9IEia 9o
Feal & | aes ve=gy 29 & e @fea | 9gaea ww B
e = w3 e oot ofieea o 0 ol ae= 2 A
ferts vt o3 § oo 9e S fawar & s 39 @ fag o
Wk W ae fam)

™ - E a = s



RNI NOAPENG/2005/19314

SKYLINEGEg

ENGLISH DALY =5S5)m—m——

Simultaneously published from Visakhapatnam, Tirupati, Hyderabad & Vijayawada .
l Vol. ’" Issue: 222 [ luvnda\ 15, jul\ 2025 l Visakhapatnam, !Pagu Rs.1.00 I

Umonl\/linsterSarhanandaS(mowalmaugumtesﬂle
211dBIMSTECP0rtsCondaveZ(DS

President appoints [
Governors for Haryana,
Goaand LG for Ladakh |

L %

\u lh IIn.N }undll.ulh

change al Illlr respective

By Skyline Swuff Reportes
Visakhapatnam, July 14
The 2nd BIMSTEC Pons
Conclave 2025 was inaugurated
in ¢ grand manner by Sarbananda
Sonowal, Hon"ble Union Minister
for Ports, Shipping and
Waciways, at Visakhapatnam,
The Conclave witnessed the par
tcipation of representatives from

L

Hon'ble Prime Minister's Vision

2030 and 2047, aiming to make
India a global maritime leader. He
emphasized accelerating growth
through BIMSTEC cooperation,
developing i Muaritime
Dashboard for project monitor-
ing, promoting PPP models in
port infrastructure, encouraging
cruise tourism, and advancing

BIMSTEC

seven BIMSTEC nations — coastal economic zones. He also
Banglacesh, Bhutan, Nep:l, stressed the need to finalize the
( Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Maritime Transport Agreement

and the host nation India.
Dr. M. Angemuthu, Chairperson,

and transform the Bay of Bengal
into i global hub for wade and

o Y'\;’L‘l;‘;f;um"m -]“’::_’\m.h““lﬁ': tartes from RIMSTEC nations the rmle o \’is.‘ll\h.upum;uu SN t“l:rli"";]' _ "T‘!o""l_l!"._r' "“._l ':“'l
Q exiended a warm welcome 10 € g piohlighted Visakhapatnam’s hab  for maritime education 'OWards a ‘"“"'_““d_'_ FORLIIENRs
”"'r‘_hh' l\l’lllll] .\[I.’II\IL‘L‘ the strategic mantume signficance  through the Centre of Excellence ‘I"_ld Prosperous BIMSTEC mar-
Hon'ble "'":“" of State, .4 called for collaboration in  in Meritime Skill Development ‘time future, he stated. -
:!;..";hu é-f.lhu.'lr.m.m:‘. B]}'l port-led ndustnalization, digita.  (CEMS). :‘I‘ME'“FTI:-,: l;}c .}:;"_u""”"'
( vhicA '_""_“'t_“-‘ eneril, ntegration, and maritime skill  Addressing  the  gathering, - intanu Thakur, Hon bie
MOPSW Secretery, and digni-  jeyelopment. He also emphasized  Sarbananda Sonowal outlined the (Contd. on pg.2)
\ - . . In his keynote address, Shri Indra Mani Pandey, |
X Union Minister ‘ ﬂ
Secretary General, BIMSTEC, presented the BIMSTEC
1 sarbananda sonowal Vision 2030, which provides a structured roadmap for -
( cooperation. He informed that 267 projects under the |
in au gurates the 2nd BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity are
| underway. He proposed setting up a BIMSTEC Centre
A BIMSTEC Ports of Excellence in Maritime Transport at Visakhapatnam |
] conclave 2025 and discussed initiatives like real-time cargo tracking
and green port practices.
Minister of State, MoPSW, underlined the importance of amachs? ’ ‘ret: .noke [
{ SvsTECh bridging Sosth and Southeast Asia and the g‘i‘,‘R""'.‘"‘f'l?"_"drj;“‘ 155',““.“")",_&"1"[)5\?' l.’f":’"f "3 \
opportunities it presents in realigning global supply o .El_né' n l‘.?hll‘UL u_n. gaps, (J\L.I'L()m.ll'.l}_, ragmente
o Chains. logistics, and improving the use of maritime routes. He {
&}‘ M Sribharat, Hon'ble Member of Purliurflcnl ?Lolk hlghhghlt‘d the One Nation-One Port Process (ONOPP) \
. Sabha). stated that under the jeadership of N. - for process standardization, a BIMSTEC-wide maritime
andrababu Naidu, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Andhra L2 ekt € st o ) . . Berarra-re
Pradesh, port-led development will accelerate in the 5“!“ L.crtlhmlmn- SY hlc'“j and measures to boost coastal
( state. He mentioned that the state is currently develop- shipping and cruise tourism. |
ing four new ports and proposed establishing a port Foundation Stone Laid b)’ Hon’ble Minister Sarbananda
~every 50 km along the coastline.
1‘\'! 4 —A aMLRY r A anuny f —A amuny r —A aTWuuy r A «LUAY r —A AWLAY r A .1'.'5%
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