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Vizag Port achieves career-best

82.62 mn tonnes cargo handling

Thanks to its multi-pronged strategy, focus on handling

b=

cargo under maximum possible mechanised environment

SANTOSH PATNAIK
VISAKHAPATNAM

WEATHERING stiff compe-
tition posed by rivals in the
neighbourhood and adverse
market conditions, Visakhapa-
tnam Port Authority (VPA)
handled the highest-ever cargo
of 82.62 million tonnes dur-
ing the just-concluded finan-
cial year. Thanks to its multi-
pronged strategy, focus on
handling cargo under maxi-
mum possible mechanised en-
vironment, restrict pollution
at bare minimum and emerge
as a green port in the near fu-
ture, the port has achieved an
impressive growth rate despite
adverse market conditions in
handling steel, iron ore and
coke. While achieving career
best figures, the port is con-

Stakeholders of Visakhapatnaman Port Authority thanking the
management for career best performance on Thursday

tinuing its efforts to become
a trade gateway for Southeast
Asia taking advantage of its
strategic location and proac-
tive measures to attract cli-
ents from the vast hinterland
spreading over Odisha, Telan-
gana, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar
and West Bengal.

"We thank our workforce
and all the stakeholders for our
productivity and hope that we
can scale up further in the year

ahead,” VPA Chairman Dr M
Angamuthu, told Bizz Buzz.
Popular being a natural har-
bour with dedicated workforce
and emerging as a jewel on the
East Coast and recognised as
a gateway port for Nepal after
Kolkata-Haldia by the Minis-
try of Commerce, VPA han-
dles significant volumes of iron
ore, steel and coke like Mor-
mugao (iron ore exports) and
Deen Dayal Port (bulk cargo).
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VPA celebrates recor
cargo handling for 2024-25

The event marked another year of consistent performance and growth

HaNs NEWs SERVICE
VISAKHAPATNAM

FOLLOWING a  remark-
able achievement of handling
82,62 million tonnes of cargo
during the financial year
2024-25, the Visakhapatnam
Port Authority (VPA) com-
memorated a thanksgiving
ceremony at the port prem-
ises on Thursday.

The event that marked
yet another year of consist-
ent performance and growth
was attended by representa-

tives of employees’ associa-
tions and terminal operators,
public-private  partnership
(PPP) operators along with
importers, exporters, and
stakeholders from the mari-
time trade community.
Speaking on the occasion,
chairperson of the VPA M
Angamuthu appreciated the
employees, trade partners
and stakeholders for their re-
lentless commitment, coop-
eration, and support that en-
abled the port to surpass the
previous years performance

and achieve the highest-ever
cargo throughput even in the
times of global trade disrup-
tions, “The achievement is
a reflection of the collective
efforts and unwavering dedi-
cation of the stakeholders
of the port as they played a
crucial rol in achieving suc-
ess, the chairperson said,
The event concluded with a |
collective pledge to sustain |
the momentum and work
towards achieving 90 MTPA
throughput target in the fi-

nancial year 2025-26, |
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AP Cahinet nod to captive
jetty unit for AMNS project

The captive port will have a capacity of 20.5 million tonnes with an investment of <5,816 crore

INFRA PROGRESS

* Land acquisition
process beging

* SIPB okayed slew of
incentives

* Cabinet nod to crucial
decisions

* Job opportunities for
1,000 people

Bizz Buzz Burgau
AMARAVATI

ANDHRA Pradesh Cabinet
on Thursday formally sanc-
tioned the establishment of
a captive jetty at Rajayyapeta
near Nakkapalli in  Anaka-
palli-district, about 70 km
from here for the greenfield
integrated steel plant being
established by ArcelorMittal
Nippon Steel India (AMNS)to
produce 17.8 million tonnes
in phases with a total invest-
ment of Rsl4 lakh crore.
Touted as the single largest
port in Andhra Pradesh, the

=

AP Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu at the Cabinet meeting at
Velagapudi Secretariat near Vijayawada on Thursday

project proponent has recent-
ly launched a land acquisition
process after the State Invest-
ment Promotion Board's ap-
proval for a slew of incentives
was validated by the State
Cabinet sometime ago.

The Cabinet meeting held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu at the Velagapudi
Secretariat and attended by
Deputy Chief Minister K
Pawan Kalyan and other Min-
isters, gave its nod to several
crucial decisions. The Cabi-

net briefing was later made
by Housing and IPR Minister
Kolusu Parthasarathy.

The captive port will have
a capacity of 20.5 million
tonnes with an investment of
Rs5,816 crore. It will provide
job opportunities for 1,000
people. It will be completed
by January, 2029.

Parthasarathy said the the
phase two comprising 10.5
million tonnes will involve an
investment of Rs5,382 crore,
It will create 5000 jobs by
the time it is fully operational

by 2033, The Minister said
unlike the previous YSRCP
Government, the coalition
convinced the Central Gov-
ernment to withdraw priva-
tisation decision of RINL and
announce a revival package
for the Visakhapatnam-based
steel plant. He said both the
Chief Minister and the Dep-
uty Chief Minister had put up
a lot of efforts to retain RINL
in the public sector.

He said the State Govern-
ment agreed to convert elec-

tricity arrears to the tune of

Rs2,400 crore into equity in
RINL in view of its critical fi-
nancial position. He said the
public sector unit is expected
to make nominal profit from
now onwards.

On port-led development,
he said the government as
part of Swarnandhra Vi-
sion has decided to set up
more ports and fishing har-
bours and promote tourism
in a big way. Keeping this in
view, Parthasarathy said the

bar fees for three star hotels,
which was fixed at Rs66 lakh
per annum, has been reduced
to Rs.25 lakh. He said the
move will not only help pro-
mote tourism but also create
more number of employment
opportunities. He said infra-
structure is being augmented
to promote temple tourism
and encourage construction
of more number of three star
hotels across the State.

The Cabinet, among other
things, resolved to separate
AP Drone Corporation from
AP State Fibernet Limited
(APFSL) and make it a sepa-
rate company, approved new
rules for accreditation of
journalists, construction of
new wall for Nagarjunasagar
Left Brach Main Canal Re-
taining Wall, give guarantee
foraloan of Rs710 crore from
HUDCO. The Cabinet also
discussed the implementa-
tion of Matali ki Vandanam
and Annadata Sukhibhava
schemes.
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