'A hopeful of handling 80 MT of cargo this fiscal

oort is striving to expand cruise tourism to more sectors, including Vizag-Colombo for which consultations are in progress: VPA chiet
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thu. Speaking to the
e on Wednesday, he
the port, in its 90 years
ry, Is expecting to
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| year against 74 mil-
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: that the port is plan-
aake the city a global
developing state-of-
Vizag International
erminal (VICT), VPA
n sald that VPA has
ving to expand crulse
to more sectors, in-

cluding Vizag-Colombo for
which It has already in consul-
tations with various cruise
liners.

“Littoral Crulses Limited
signed an MoU for the Chennal
to Singapore via Visakhapat-
nam cruise. Further, Littoral
has plans to run a cruise serv-
lce connecting India, Sri Lan-
ka, and Maldives with 21,200
crore investment. The port is
planning to encourage cruise
operators to include VICT in
their itineraries and also out-
sourcing the operation of
cruise the terminal,” he said.

Road widening works at
501 crore

Speaking about the develop-
ments in cargo handling, An-
gamuthu sald that so as to pro-
vide hassle-free flow of traffic
from port to NH-16, VPA and
NHAI have taken up the widen-
ing of existing four-lane roads
to 10-lane roads from Convent
Junction to Sheelanagar at a

VPA chairman M Angamuthu at a press
conference |  sarvamanavana

cost of T501.65 crore, The work
has been awarded by NHAland
will be completed in 24 months,
he explained.

Stating that the VPA has
been handling cargo to and
from Vizag to more than 75
countries, he sald that the port
has been focusing on container
cargo transport. “The contain-
er growth has been impressive
in the current year compared
tolast year. Port has withdrawn

Enhancing Vizag int’l
cruise terminal

Stating that Littoral Cruises
Limited signed an Mol for
the Chennai to Singapore via
Visakhapatnam cruise
terminal, VPA chairman M
Angamuthu said that Littoral
has plans to run a cruise
service connecting India, Sri
Lanka, and Maldives with
21,200 crore investment

priority berth hire charges, ex-
tending concession on vessel
related charges up to 70 per
cent and additional 10 per cent
rebate on VRC for encouraging
transhipment are some of the
measures taken by the port.”
Informing that the terminal
operator JM Baxi and VPA are
Jointly conducting customer
meets to attract potential cus-
tomers, the VPA chief sald that
a new container liner service,

1FX-2, was launched in the cur-
rent year. “The Visakha Con-
talner Terminal Is evolving as
a regional transhipment hub
on the east coast of India with
containers from Kolkata/Hal-
dia, Paradip, Chittagong and
Yangon getting transhipped at
VPA," he said.

Stating that VPA has the dis-

products exports, the port |
modernising the fishing har
bour under PMMSY with a1
investment of T150 core and th
works are in progress.” An
gamuthu sald.

Referring to the massive fin
that broke out at the fishin
harbour on November 19, hi
said all fire tenders in the city

tinction of a green

VPA fire tenders, re

port due to various Initiatives
taken, he sald that the port
achleved self-sustainability in
its energy requirement by in-
stalling and operating a 10 MW
solar power plant. Another 15
MW solar power generation is
in the pipeline, he added.

VPA leads marine products
export with 26% share

VPA is the leading port in ma-
rine products export with a
share of 26,36 per cent. “In FY
2022-23, the port shipped 2,64
lakh metric tonnes of marine
products worth 216,877 crore.
To further enhance the marine

lentlessly worked and extin
guished the fire without an:
casualties, “The boats’ debri
after the fire aceldent were sal
vaged by the port under Sagar
mala Coastal Community De
velopment,” he said and addeq
that following modernisatiol
of three berths under the PP]
the port is likely to handl
about 75 per cent of the tota
throughput through PPP ter
minals and by the end of 203
VPA is likely to Inch toward
100 per cent handling througl
PPP terminals in addition t
captive cargo from PSUs an
captive customers.

VPA targets record cargo
handling, global recognition

Records nine per
cent increase in
cargo volumes

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

Visakhapatnam Port Authority
(VPA) Chairman M
Angamuthu has declared VPA
as one of the top Major Ports
in the country, poised to trans-
form into a world class port.
Demonstrating a visionary
approach, the chairman has
revealed an ambitious target
for the port, to handle an
impressive 80 million tonnes of
cargo in the fiscal year 2023-
24. This marks an eight-per
cent increase from the effi-
ciently managed 74 million
tonnes in the previous fiscal
year, underscoring the port's
steadfast commitment and
strategic vision in India’s mar-
itime sector.

During a press conference
on Wednesday, Angamuthu
commended the VPA for its
commitment to improving the
efficiency of cargo handling.
Significant accomplishments
in crucial performance metrics
were highlighted, such as an
impressive nine per cent
increase in cargo volumes, a
substantial 68 per cent reduc-
tion in pre-berthing detention,
an 11 per cent decrease in
turnaround time, an 11 per
cent improvement in output
per ship berth day, and a note-
worthy 12 per cent reduction
in idle time at the berth.

Angamuthu announced the
transformation of the Visakha
Container Terminal into a
regional transshipment hub
on the East Coast of India.
From April to November 2023,
the terminal witnessed an
extraordinary 42 per cent
growth, handling 4.63 lakh
TEU. To stimulate transship-
ment, the VPA has waived
Priority Berth Hire Charges
and provided concessions on
Vessel Related Charges.

The Chairman recently
highlighted the Vizag
International Cruise Terminal's
(VICT) development, en\Pha-
sising global recognition. "The
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Littoral Cruises Limited details
a Chennai to Singapore route
via Visakhapatnam, backed by
a significant Rs.1,200 crore
investment,” he stated. The
key goal is to attract cruise

erators, and for efficiency,
"the Cruise Terminal's opera-
tion will be outsourced.” Initial

tourist circuits from Chennai
to Singapore via
Visakhapatnam were dis-
cussed, along with future plans
for circuits covering Vizag,
Andaman, South Asia, and
potential routes to Puri and
Kolkata.

Highlighting VPA's strategic
transition to an asset-light
model, Angamuthu detailed
plans for three projects under
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP). The goal is to handle 75
per cent of total throughput
through PPP terminals in the
next five years, progressing
towards 100 per cent by the
end of 2030, ultimately trans-
forming into a Landlord Model
Port.

He also said in FY 2022-23,
the port shipped 2.64 lakh
metric tonnes of marine prod-
ucts worth Rs 16,877 crore.
Ongoing modernization
efforts at the Fishing Harbour
under PMSSY aim to further
boost marine product exports.
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